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tanenient dans le cours de la journee doivent se classer dans
sa memoire tie maniere a n'y oecuper ehacune que la place
qui lui est dcvolue ; car le raisonnement et 1'appreciation des
faits sont le resultat de 1'exacte comparaison cles differentes
impressions qu'ils procluisent. II y a des hommes qui se font
une sing'iiliere peinture des evcnements d'apres leurs condi-
. tions morales et physiques; aussi, malgre leurs connaissances,
leur habilite, leur courage et toutes les autres qualites qu'ils
possedent, la nature ne les a pas appeles au commande-
ment des armees, ni a la direction des grandes operations
militaires." Scipio showed the breadth of view Napoleon
speaks of.

But Scipio, with trao Roman self-reliance, underrated his
adversary, and he was not yet informed of the defeat of the
praetors by the Gauls, which had recently taken place. He
believed that the twenty-five thousand men he expected to
command in northern Italy would easily hold head against
Hannibal. Thin proved to be an error, following on his care-
lessness in allowing Hannibal to cross the Rhone without a
battle, and distance him towards the Alps. Scipio's general
plan was excellent; the details were weak because he did not
properly gauge the danger.

Hannibal had made haste to move up towards the moun-
tains, as Livy nays, fearing that Scipio would be upon his
heels ; but more probably to get to the Alps before the sea-
son grew too late. 11 in infantry had been started the day
after the assembly, followed by the trains. His cavalry was
drawn up u towards the sea," to curtain his march, and it and
the elephants formed his rear-guard under his own command,
to fend off a Roman pursuit. He was forced to speed from
more than one reason. He must cross the Alps before the
heavy snows. Though he had allies on the Po, he "was notau-
